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IN THE MATTER OF 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
 
THE BOROUGH OF CHARNWOOD [Kings Lane, South Croxton] [Tree 
Preservation Order 2022] 
 
 
REPRESENTATIONS BY BLYTH FARMS LIMITED 
 
 

1. The interim Tree Preservation Order which is at pages 1 to 4 of the Bundle 

attached is in relation to a field that was once part of the Baggrave Estate 

which was owned and farmed by Blyth Farms Limited.  As the only access to 

the field was over a very insecure bridge it was decided that it would not be 

farmed as per the rest of the Estate.  The only safe access to the field was via a 

main road through South Croxton to the access along Kings Lane. 

2. Over the years the field turned wild.  At pages 10 to 18 are photographs that 

were taken a few years ago showing how the land had become overgrown.  

There were problems with a neighbour [Adrian Coombs] as some old trees 

were falling onto his property. 

3. It was decided to call in a specialist tree surgeon, Martin Riley, to try and 

eliminate all the undergrowth and a number of the self-set saplings which 

made the field more accessible and opened up a public right of way.  Blyth 

Farms then erected a secure post and rail along the roadside and a new 

agricultural entry gate on to the land.  Sometime later they erected a new post 

and rail stock fence along the southern boundary which had been unsafe for a 
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long time [there had been horses coming on to the land].  Photographs at 

pages 5 to 6 show some of this work. 

4. It has been the intention of Blyth Farms Limited to improve the area 

considerably by eliminating some of the trees that were not quality wood 

such as Hawthorn etc and replacing them with quality trees such as Oak, 

Beech and Maple. 

5. Blyth Farms Limited, over a period of 40 years, have planted in excess of 

10.74 acres of woodland on the Baggrave Hall Estate, 16.7 acres at Lake House 

Farm and 2.5 acres at Bunker Hill Farm, Thrussington all with the approval of 

the Forestry Commission.  It has never therefore been the intention of Blyth 

Farms Limited to harm good quality trees.  In fact the opposite has been the 

case. 

6. The Tree Preservation Order [plan at page 4 of the Bundle] shows the whole 

of the field area.  This is despite the fact that there is areas of land that have 

been wild that contain no trees whatsoever [see page 7 for example].  This is 

covered by a Tree Preservation Order but there is no trees across a large 

swathe of the land. 

7. The Tree Preservation Order also mentions Ash trees only.  However, it is the 

other invasive trees that have caused problems with the area. 

8. A Director of Blyth Farms Limited, Stuart Blyth, finds it frustrating that the 

Order has been instigated without prior consultation with Blyth Farms 

Limited.  He seeks a constructive meeting with someone on site when the 

whole of the area can be discussed.  As has been informed, Stuart Blyth does 



not reside permanently in the UK but travels frequently and will be available 

for a meeting from 19 December 2022 onwards. 

9. It is submitted that the correct process here will be to start again and 

discharge the interim Tree Preservation Order and have a discussion with 

regard to the land and what is appropriate as at present the Tree Preservation 

Order is unworkable and benefits no-one. 

 

Salusbury Harding and Barlow 
Solicitors on behalf of Blyth Farms Limited 
 
Dated 5th December 2022 
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